
 

Coastal Steward’s Letter, July 15 - July 21, 2021.  

	 After a week of  absence, the newsletter is back up and running. To start things off  this week, I was 
excited to receive personal life histories for 63 individual Roseate Terns. These were banded birds that 
showed up on Tuckernuck between July 11 and July 19, providing me ample time to read and record the 
three-digit code on each of  their minuscule leg bands. The data from these bands tells a lot. For the most 
part, it seems these are younger birds that hatched mainly between the years 2017 and 2019. Almost all 
were banded either on Great Gull Island, New York, or in the local Massachusetts colonies. However, 
some birds originated much farther away. At least two birds were banded as chicks on Stratton Island, 
Maine, in 2016, and one bird was banded there in 2017. One bird was banded as a chick on Faulkner’s 
Island, Connecticut, in 2017, and another was banded on one of  the Isles of  Shoals in New Hampshire. 
Presumably, birds from all these different sites use Tuckernuck as a staging area before departing over the 
Atlantic Ocean for wintering grounds off  the coast of  South America. These data points of  banded bird 
sightings serve not only as a boon for researchers involved with these particular sites, but also for 
conservation prospects aimed at remediating the plight these birds are facing in the western North 
Atlantic. To protect these terns on their migration, the Tuckernuck Land Trust has placed symbolic 
fencing around major loafing sites, reminding pedestrians as well as ATV drivers to keep a wide berth.  
	 The highlight of  this week for me was definitely the return of  the Black-bellied Whistling-
Duck. Originally detected by Mark Souza on June 2, it is believed that this same individual has been 
spending the last month and a half  on Nantucket, commuting between Meadow Lane and the Harbor 
Creeks. I saw this bird on Thursday, July 15, at Brooks Landing, just a few minutes before I hopped a ride 
with Carl Sjolund to venture out to Muskeget for an oystercatcher census. On Tuesday, July 20, Margaret 
Pinsky spotted the bird at East Pond again, this time in the company of  two Mallards. Interestingly, 
between the times Margaret and I saw the bird separately at East Pond, the bird apparently returned to 
Miacomet Pond on Nantucket for a few days, where it was seen Saturday at a private residence. It seems, 
at least for this island-hopping duck, that having to choose between Tuckernuck and Nantucket is trifling. 
	 During our census on Muskeget, we saw several species of  migrant shorebirds, including Lesser 
Yellowlegs, Semipalmated Sandpipers, and Least Sandpipers. However, the best bird of  the trip 
may have been a simple Carolina Wren. These birds, commonplace on both Tuckernuck and 
Nantucket, are very unusually found outside of  dense thicket. The fact that one managed to make its way 
into the rafters of  the Crocker Snow, Jr., house makes this record all the more bizarre. Is it possible that 
this wren has a nest out there? If  so, it would represent a first breeding record for Muskeget, and certainly 
one of  the most outrageous accounts of  this largely sedentary species.  
	 Bird banding took place this week in front of  the firehouse, per usual. Tucker Taylor and I were 
able to band several Eastern Towhees, Gray Catbirds, and Common Yellowthroats. The 
highlight of  the banding session was probably an unsexed Red-eyed Vireo. Despite being a relatively 
common breeding species on Nantucket, this species has never been confirmed to be breeding on 
Tuckernuck. There are at least two around, however, which we confirmed through our banding initiatives. 

The Crocker Snow, Jr., House on Muskeget, thinly veiled in the fog. 



These tiny birds are incredible songsters, often associated with their pneumonic, “Hello! Where are you? I 
am here!” On Nantucket, Squam Swamp and Squam Farm are both great places to hear this redundant 
melody.  

	  
That’s all for now. This has been another fantastic week on Tuckernuck! 

                             

     Best, 

Skyler Kardell 

“The natural sciences are connected by the same ties that link together 
all the phenomena of nature. The classification of the species, which 

must be considered as the fundamental part of botany, and the study of 
which is rendered attractive and easy by the introduction of natural 

methods, is to the geography of plants what descriptive mineralogy is to 
the indication of the rocks constituting the exterior crust of the globe.”   

—Alexander Von Humboldt 

Many Roseate Terns wear a three-digit code on one of  their legs. These “plastic field-readable” bands are barely visible with the naked eye or binoculars, so a telephoto lens or scope is required 
for accurate reading. A white-banded Roseate Tern, presumably from one of  the Buzzard’s Bay colonies, has the code “P02” inscribed on it. 



Goldenrod Leaf  Beetles are a common find on Muskeget. Juvenile Short-billed Dowitchers arrived this week in small numbers.

A scope view of  Doug McConnell, the man who attempted to swim from Eel Point to Martha’s Vineyard. This photo, taken from Tuckernuck’s west end on Monday, shows the 63-year-old shortly 
before he opted out of  his journey 5.5 hours in. At right, an exceptionally early American Golden-Plover was seen at East Pond this week. 

An Eastern Towhee was banded near the firehouse this week. A Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, presumably the same one seen in early June, appeared at East Pond on July 15 and again on July 20.

***Tuckernuck Island is private property, accessed only by explicit permission by landowner(s).***


