
August 16 - August 30, 2026                Maria Pisciotta, Coastal Steward

Updates From Tuckernuck

There are only a couple of Piping Plover juveniles
that I’ve seen hanging around recently. The last
Oystercatcher chick has now reached fledging age,
after about 35 days, although I have not seen him
flying yet. It can often take longer than this for
young Oystercatchers to sustain flight. Even after,
they still need to practice both flying and how to
feed efficiently, so this Oystercatcher will likely be
here a little bit later than the rest of the hatch-year
Oystercatchers.The youngest Oystercatcher chick        31 days old

These past couple of weeks have been focused
primarily on the terns staging on Tuckernuck.
This includes flocks at Whale Point, Bigelow’s
Point, and the shoal near the East Pond. An
especially impressive number of Roseate Terns
have congregated across these sites, making for
some wonderful opportunities to observe them.
It has been particularly fun to watch the adults
interact with and care for their young as they
prepare for the next stage of their journey. Sanderling

A juvenile Roseate Tern being fed a sand lance by an adult



Merlin behind the Field Station

Roseate Terns on Whale Point (They get their name from the rosy color you can see here on their chests)
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