
July 20 - August 2, 2026                        Maria Pisciotta, Coastal Steward

Updates From Tuckernuck

A Piping Plover nest with just one egg on Bigelow's
has hatched. While Piping Plovers often lay four
eggs, they may lay fewer if an earlier nesting
attempt was unsuccessful. Since this pair was on
their third nesting attempt, they laid one egg.
Hatching this late in the season can be risky for a
chick, but I spotted it running around with its
parents a few days later, which is promising.

Another late-season hatch is an American
Oystercatcher chick on Bigelow's, nesting right next
to the Piping Plover. Like the plovers, this was not
the pair's first nesting attempt, which is why their
chick hatched while most Oystercatcher chicks
have already fledged. The chicks spend a lot of time
resting by vegetation and staying completely still to
hide from potential predators.

Piping Plover chick just hatched

Oystercatcher chick                                  One day old

While most of the chicks I’ve been
monitoring have fledged, there are still a
couple of late arrivals. It has also a great

time to observe birds, with plenty of
interesting shorebirds (especially at

Bigelow’s Point) as well as lots of tern
activity.

Wood Lily (Don‘t pick these!)



Semipalmated Plover

Tern courtship

Bigelow’s seems to have more and more birds everyday, with almost 2,000 terns seen there
recently. Since this is such an important time for the fledglings, it’s best to minimize any
disturbance in this area so be careful not to get too close to them. There’s also many other
shorebirds foraging in this area, including Semipalmated Plovers, Dowitchers, several types of
Sandpipers, Red Knots, of course Piping Plovers and American Oystercatchers, and several
others.

Black-crowned Night Heron
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